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A large area at the rear of the facility
holds the numerous caskets, urns and tem-
porary containers Dover will need. The mor-
tuary stocks only one type of wood and one
type of metal casket, purchased from several
manufacturers, as well as Jewish caskets and
even oversized caskets, testament again to
its dedication to meeting the needs of each
unique case with the dignity, honor and re-
spect that each fallen soldier has earned.

The average age of the 1,200 cases Dover’s
Port Mortuary staff handles each year is 25.
Despite the horrors of war, and thanks to the
dedication, commitment and expertise of
this remarkable facility’s full- and part-time
employees, Dover returns these young loved
ones to their grieving families in a state
suitable for viewing 85 percent of the time.
(Again, it is crucial to understand that
“viewability”” has a different meaning here
versus that used in a typical funeral home.
Sadly, in some cases, only the decedent’s
head is viewable but not the body, or vice
versa.)

As I take my seat aboard our chartered bus
and settle in for the two-hour return journey
to Washington, D.C., I gaze at the now-illu-
minated landscape of Delaware through my
window as the miles pass unnoticed, lost in
thought, sensing the night chill through my
shirt. I do not feel like idly chatting right
now.

I wish every funeral service professional,
every citizen, had the opportunity to experi-
ence firsthand the tour I still struggle to as-
similate. Learning how each set of remains
that arrives at the Charles C. Carson Center
for Mortuary Affairs is steadfastly treated as
unique—as was each individual—and receives
from a small group of amazing people the
requisite time, attention and care their due
moves me profoundly. Each is special. Each
is one of a kind. Each—as well as everyone
that grieves their death—is worthy of the
mathematically exacting tender mercies and
loyalty to high ideals each fallen soldier
earned. Thanks to this facility and its staff,
we—as a nation—bestow such on friend or
foe alike.

I will never think of them as numbers
again.

————

VIETNAM HUMAN RIGHTS ACT OF
2007

SPEECH OF

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO

OF GUAM
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 17, 2007

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
in strong support of H.R. 3096, the Vietnam
Human Rights Act of 2007. H.R. 3096 makes
important contributions to the ongoing dia-
logue with our ally the Socialist Republic of
Vietnam regarding the importance of the pro-
tection of human rights in Vietnam.

Vietnam, to further it role as a responsible
member of the international community, must
release individuals imprisoned for political and
religious beliefs. The government, though its
policies and actions, must display a greater re-
spect for religious freedoms and the rights of
minorities. Essential to achieving this goal is
for Vietnam to allow individuals who seek such
protections full access to U.S. sponsored ref-
ugee programs. Further, Vietham must end
any and all support its government officials
provide for trafficking of humans. H.R. 3096
makes future non-humanitarian U.S. assist-
ance to Vietnam conditional upon the Presi-
dent of the United States certifying to Con-
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gress progress made by the government of
Vietnam on these important matters.

| am concerned by reports the government
of Vietnam blocks the Radio Free Asia pro-
gramming. | fully support the provision in H.R.
3096 to authorize appropriate efforts be made
to overcome such interference. | also fully
support provisions in H.R. 3096 supporting the
educational and cultural exchange programs
with Vietnam to promote progress toward free-
dom and democracy.

The protection of the human rights in Viet-
nam is particularly important to me and the
people of Guam. The fall of the Republic of
Vietnam in 1975 displaced approximately
three million Viethamese. My late husband Ri-
cardo J. Bordallo, then Governor of Guam,
welcomed the 150,000 Vietnamese refugees
who landed on Guam’s shores in April 1975.
| vividly remember how the Guam community
came together in solidarity with the Viet-
namese people and worked hard to help com-
fort these brave individuals who had left all
their worldly possessions behind in the name
of freedom.

The people of Guam empathized with the
Vietnamese refugees, and we opened our
hearts as well as our island to them. As First
Lady, | organized care for the hundreds of or-
phan babies who arrived as a result of Oper-
ation Baby Lift. A poignant experience, this ef-
fort remains as one of my fondest memories
of my husband’s first term as Governor of
Guam.

Vietnam today is a country that seeks peace
with its neighbors, prosperity at home, and
friendly relations with the United States. The
provisions contained in H.R. 3096 will help to-
wards achieving those ends.

———

CONGRATULATING PAYSON, ARI-
ZONA, ON ITS 125TH ANNIVER-
SARY

HON. RICK RENZI

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 18, 2007

Mr. RENZI. Madam Speaker, today | want
to recognize and honor the Town of Payson,
Arizona, which is in my district. This year Pay-
son will be celebrating its 125th anniversary
October 3rd through the 7th.

This beautiful mountain village community is
known for its natural beauty and deep history.
Surrounded by the rich ponderosa pine Tonto
National Forest, Payson is located in Gila
County at the base of the 7,000 foot, 200 mile
long Mogollon Rim, which defines the south-
western edge of the Colorado Plateau. Seven
Rim Lakes are located in the vicinity, offering
a wide array of outdoor recreation for resi-
dents and tourists to enjoy.

In 1882 community leaders surveyed the
current town site of Payson, originally calling
the settlement Green Valley. The town
changed its name after constructing its post
office. In 1884 then postmaster, Frank C.
Hise, renamed the town in honor of the con-
gressional chairman of the Committee on Post
Office and Post Road, Senator Louis Edward
Payson, who was instrumental in establishing
the post office.

Payson will forever be linked to the Amer-
ican Old West. It was in 1884 that the town
held its first rodeo, holding it every year since,
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earning the title of “World’s Oldest Continuous
Rodeo.” Author Zane Grey, who idealized the
ruggedness of the Old West, used Payson
and its surrounding areas for the backdrop
and inspiration for some of his literary works,
including “Code of the West,” “Under the
Tonto Rim,” and “To the Last Man.”

It was not until 1973 that Payson was incor-
porated, and since then it has grown to be-
come a thriving community that anchors the
area known as “Rim Country.” | would like to
applaud Payson for all of its achievements,
recognize its distinct history, and congratulate
it on its 125th anniversary. This community
serves as a beacon for all other burgeoning
south Western communities to follow, and is
home to a people of deep community spirit
and fervent respect for their environment.

VIETNAM HUMAN RIGHTS ACT OF
2007

SPEECH OF

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 17, 2007

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, in
light of the Vietnam Human Rights Act of
2007, H.R. 3096, which was debated on the
House Floor yesterday, September 17, 2007,
and which passed overwhelmingly this after-
noon, | would like to include in the record por-
tions of the trial proceedings for Attorney
Nguyen Van Dai and Attorney Le Thi Cong
Nhan who are referenced in this legislation.
Both individuals were ruthlessly seized by the
Government of Vietnam on March 6, 2007, in
Vietham’s most recent crackdown on democ-
racy and human rights advocates. The ac-
cused each received years of imprisonment
after being found guilty of “disseminating prop-
aganda against the Socialist Republic of Viet-
nam,” | urge each and every one of my col-
leagues to read this chilling account of the Vi-
etnamese justice system.

THE SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM;
INDEPENDENCE—LIBERTY—HAPPINESS

THE PEOPLE’S COURT OF HANOI CITY

Preliminary criminal sentence, No. 153/
2007/HSST, May 11, 2007. In the name of the
Socialist Republic of Vietnam, The People’s
Court of Hanoi City. The Preliminary Trial
Committee is composed of:

Presiding Judge: Mr. Nguyen Huu Chinh.
People’s Jurors: 1. Mr. Nguyen Thanh Ha, 2.
Mrs. Tran Hong Thuy. Court clerk/recorder:
Mrs. Nguyen Thi Huyen, cadre of the Peo-
ple’s Court of Hanoi City, Representative of
The Hanoi City People’s Office of Procuracy:
1. Mr. Dinh Trong Nghia, Procurator, 2. Mr.
Dinh Quoc Thai, Procurator.

On May 11, 2007, the following defendants
were preliminarily tried by the People’s
Court of Hanoi City under Criminal Docket
No. 138/2007/HSST of April 24, 2007:

1. NGUYEN VAN DAI born 1969, in Da
Trach, Khoai Chau District, Hung Yen Prov-
ince; domiciled at Apartment 302, House Z8,
Back Khoa Communal Building, Bach Khoa
Ward, Hai Ba Trung Precinct, Ha Noi City;
occupation at the time of committing
crimes: Head Attorney of the Thien An Law
Office; educational background: Grade 12/12;
born of Mr. Nguyen Van Cap and Mrs.
Nguyen Thi Thom; married to Vu Minh
Khanh; arrested and placed under temporary
detention since March 6, 2007; is present at
the trial.
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2. LE THI CONG NHAN: born 1979 in Go
Cong Tay, Tien Giang Province; domiciled at
Apartment 48 (currently Apartment 316),
House A7, Government Office Employees’
Communal Building, Phuong Mai Ward,
Dong Da Precinct, Ha Noi City; occupation
at the time of committing crimes: Staff At-
torney of the Thien An Law Office; edu-
cational background: Grade 12/12; born of Mr.
Le Minh Duc and Mrs. Tran Thi Le; arrested
and placed under temporary detention since
March 6, 2007; is present at the trial.

Defendant Nguyen Van Dai’s trial attor-
neys: Mr. Tran Lam, Hai Phong City Law-
yers Bar (in attendance), Mr. Dam Van Hieu,
Attorney, Thong Nhat Law Office, Ha Noi
City Lawyers Bar (in attendance), Defendant
Le Thi Cong Nhan’s trial attorney, Mr. Tran
Lam, Hai Phong City Lawyers’ Bar (in at-
tendance).

BE IT JUDGED THAT: 1. Relative to de-
fendant Nguyen Van Dai. At both the inves-
tigative offices and the trial, defendant
Nguyen Van Dai admitted that he had writ-
ten a number of articles, e.g. “Freedom to
Form a [Political] Party’” and ‘‘Vietnamese
People Have the Ability to Build a Multi-
Party System’. The defendants had distrib-
uted these articles through the media of re-
actionary Vietnamese organizations over-
seas, and participated in interviews via the
Internet with overseas anti-socialist ele-
ments. The contents of these articles were
meant to smear and degrade the leading role
of the VCP. He maintained that under cur-
rent circumstances, because the VCP did not
have enough ability to lead the Revolution
Vietnam is in dire need of a change of the
ruling party or to a pluralistic, multi-party
system in order to emerge out of poverty.

As provided for in Article 4 of the SVN’s
Constitution, the VCP—the vanguard of the
worker class and loyal representative serv-
ing the interests of the worker class and the
working people—is the leading force of the
State and society. That positively affirms
that since the VCP is the only preferred
leader of the Vietnam Revolution all other
political parties and their activities are in
fact in non-compliance and illegal. Because
of the fact that the defendant is the one who
drafted the ‘‘Bylaws’” of the Democratic
Party and supported the platforms of Hoang
Minh Chinh’s Democratic Party, and that he
has also written a number of articles, criti-
cizing the VCP and advocating a pluralistic
and multi-party regime, Dai has obviously
committed a serious violation of the Con-
stitution and laws of Vietnam.

Based on the admissible evidences and
Dai’s own admissions at the trial, from the
time when the Thien An Law Office was
founded to his arrest, Dai had never served
as a trial lawyer and acted according to his
duties, as specified in his professional li-
cense. Instead, he had made contacts and ex-
changed information regarding democracy
and human rights with a number of political
opportunists who acted in opposition to the
VCP and against the SRV. The defendant had
joined and enthusiastically supported the
platforms of the so-called Vietnam Progres-
sion Party (VPP) and Bloc 8406, a [political]
organization founded illegally by Nguyen
Van Ly in Vietnam. The defendant had con-
ferred and concurred with Nguyen Van Ly on
the platform of the VPP, as well as visited
Ho Chi Minh City to engage a number of Do
Nam Hai’s supporters in various efforts to
support both Bloc 8406 and the VPP.

The defendant was also a member of the
‘“‘Independent Trade Union’’. He admitted to
his contacts with such overseas individuals
as Nguyen Dinh Thang, Vu Quoc Dung, Tran
Ngoc Thanh, etc., which focused on ‘‘democ-
racy and human rights issues’. However,
seized documents and evidences have at-
tested to the intentions of these exiled Viet-
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namese who are fiercely opposed to the
State. The defendant’s contacts with these
subjects have gone beyond the discussion of
democracy and human rights issues, and
they have in fact intended to form a number
of organizations and political parties in op-
position to the VCP and the SRV. According
to witness Tran Van Hoa’s statements, on
September 2006 defendant Dai asked the
former to come to Hanoi so that they could
together make a trip to China, where they
planned to meet with Tran Ngoc Thanh, an
overseas Vietnamese in Poland to discuss the
founding of the ‘‘so-called” Independent
Trade Union.

Having searched the Thien An Law Office
headed by Nguyen Van Dai, and the resi-
dence of Nguyen Van Dai, the investigative
authorities seized numerous documents,
among which there were 121 stacks of docu-
ments. Some documents containing contents
of extremely reactionary nature are meant
to twist the facts about the VCP, and to
smear the honor and tarnish the reputations
of the Party, President Ho Chi Minh and the
top leaderships of the Party and the State,
e.g. a document titled ‘““The Vietnamese
Communist Party is Bad Karma,” and ‘“The
Secrets of the New Vietnamese Prime Min-
ister.” Another 475-page document, authored
by a ‘‘Quoc-Quoc,” is full of distortions with
regard to the history of the revolutionary
struggle, the policies of the VCP and the
State throughout the different stages of the
Revolution, as well as blemishes and bad-
mouthing against the high-ranking officials
and top cadres of the Party.

The document, titled ‘‘Diary of a Victim of
Injustice,” contains the slants and distor-
tions of facts, and false allegations that the
government and police brutally repressed
legal complainants. In addition, the authori-
ties also captured many documents written
by other anti-State political opportunists,
notably ‘“‘Democracy and Human Rights in
VN and ‘“‘Eternal Aspirations,” authored by
Nguyen Thanh Giang. Scores of other docu-
ments and publications circulated by over-
seas Vietnamese organizations include the
bi-monthly ‘“Tu Do Ngon Luan,” (Freedom of
Speech) the “To Quoc” (Fatherland) maga-
zine, the ‘“Tu Do Dan Chu” (Freedom & De-
mocracy) newsletter, the Bloc 8406-pro-
claimed ‘‘The Declaration of Freedom and
Democracy for Vietnam’. Being very reac-
tionary in content, these documents are full
of distortions of the current realities of Viet-
nam and allegations that all the inalienable
rights of the Vietnamese people are being
brutally trampled upon and the contentions
that their goal is to struggle for a change of
regime in Vietnam.

At the trial, the defendant admitted to
having contacts and Internet direct-linked
interviews with foreign newspapers and radio
stations regarding the issues of democracy
and human rights in Vietnam. However, doc-
umented evidences have revealed that during
these contacts and interviews the defendant
always provided untruths and distortions re-
garding the democracy and human rights sit-
uation in Vietnam, and provocative bad-
mouthing against the socialist regime and
the VCP, and he called for a change of re-
gime as well. At the same time, he had re-
ceived other documents calling for a boycott
of the 2007 National Assembly Election. An-
other document ‘“Wear White on the 1st and
15th of the Month in Support of Democracy,”’
a campaign document published by Bloc 8406
proclaiming 10 conditions for a multi-party
National Assembly election. Another Bloc
8406 document initiated the launching of a
boycott of the 2007 One-Party National As-
sembly Election.

Nguyen Van Dai held classes regularly at
the Thien An law office to provide propa-
ganda on the subject of Democracy, Human
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Dignity and Human Rights. Witnesses Dong
Thi Giang, Khong Van Thanh, Nguyen Ba
Truc, and Giap Van Hieu that Dai had in-
vited to participate in the classes, all af-
firmed that during those class lectures both
Dai and Nhan had zealously badmouthed the
political and social state of the nation, the
Government of the SRV. Dai had alleged
that the SRV does not respect human rights
and has employed torture and violence
against innocent citizens. The defendant,
while maintaining that the ‘‘Party Nomi-
nates, Citizen Elects’ election trick is un-
democratic, called for a change of the social-
ist regime that would deny the VCP its mo-
nopoly of power in order to achieve social
equality.

The defendant’s criminal conduct has con-
stituted the crime of ‘‘disseminating propa-
ganda against the Socialist Republic of Viet-
nam,” as stipulated in Article 88 of the
Criminal Code and determined in the indict-
ment of the Hanoi City People’s Office of
Procuracy. :

2. Relative to defendant Le Thi Cong Nhan.
At the investigative offices and at the trial,
the defendant admitted that she was a mem-
ber of the Vietnam Progression Party (VPP)
and that of Bloc 8406 (founded by Nguyen
Van Ly). Nhan participated as the VPP
spokesperson. She indicated that she had
joined the party voluntarily. The Trial Com-
mittee is of the opinion that the purpose of
this organization is to act against the VCP
and the SRV in order to drastically change
the political regime of Vietnam. Her organi-
zation appealed for a pluralistic, multi-party
system and incited the people to ‘‘Wear
White’’ as a demonstration of support for de-
mocracy. As such, the defendant’s participa-
tion and support of the VPP’s platform is a
violation of State laws.

The defendant herself wrote the article,
“The Truth about the Repeal of Decree 31/CP
of April 14, 1997°. The content of her article
indicates that the repeal of this decree was
phony with the intent to misdirect public
opinion. In her interviews, the defendant
also commented on Directive 37 issued by the
Prime Minister that this directive is un-
democratic as it prohibits freedom of the
press. All her articles contain fabrications,
defamations, ridicules, and attacks on the
regime. The defendant maintained that the
Vietnamese political structure is dictatorial,
infantile, and uncivilized. Nhan’s articles
and documents were distributed in the form
of direct answers to foreign radio networks
such as BBC, RFA (Radio Free Asia), or
Internet-linked interviews with overseas Vi-
etnamese exiles.

In a house search, the investigative au-
thorities have seized many stacks of docu-
ments which had been circulated by both do-
mestic and overseas political opportunists.
These documents contain bad-intent distor-
tions of the facts and protests against the
current directions and policies of the Party
and the State. They include: appeals to
“boycott the National Assembly Election of
2007; demands for a pluralistic, multi-party
system, etc.; instructions for the populace to
“Wear White”’ on the first and 15th day of
the month to support democracy in Vietnam;
“Let’s Paint a Portrait of a Free and Demo-
cratic Vietnam”’; “How to Fight Fear’ (writ-
ten by Nguyen Van Ly); ‘“The Declaration of
Democracy for Vietnam 2006’’; ‘““The Prelimi-
nary Platform of the Vietnam Progression
Party’’; “The Founding of an Alliance of Na-
tional Forces for Freedom, Democracy and
Human Rights’’; ‘“Bloc 8406 To Announce 10
Conditions for a Multi-Party National As-
sembly Election and How To Boycott This
Election”; ‘“‘Bloc 8406 initiating a Campaign
to Reject the Single-Party National Assem-
bly Election of 2007’.
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The defendant has also provided her stu-
dents with propaganda in her so-called ‘‘De-
mocracy’’ course. With great discontent, she
has criticized and smeared our regime, fal-
sified the history of the People’s VCP-led
revolutionary struggle, as well as called for
the replacement of the current VCP by an-
other political party or a pluralistic, multi-
party system.

The defendant’s criminal conduct has con-
stituted the crime of ‘‘disseminating propa-
ganda against the Socialist Republic of Viet-
nam,” as stipulated by Article 88 of the
Criminal Code and charged with in the in-
dictment of the Hanoi City People’s Office of
Procuracy.

The crimes both defendants have com-
mitted are very severe. They have taken ad-
vantage of their democratic rights and free-
dom to produce, possess, and distribute var-
ious documents meant to libel the People’s
Government and oppose the SRV. Their con-
duct is deemed to be dangerous to society. It
has generated bad opinion both in and out-
side of the country, and has directly dam-
aged our national security interests, as well
as the benefits and achievements that the
Vietnamese people have made throughout
our long struggle for building and safe-
guarding the nation. Their conduct has re-
sulted in the tarnished reputations of the
VCP, the socialist regime, and our leaders
among the populace. They, being Vietnamese
citizens, shall have the absolute obligations
to abide by the laws of Vietnam. Con-
sequently, they are to be severely punished,
once found to be in violation, as provided for
by the laws of Vietnam.

Although still at young age and having yet
made contributions to the country, both de-
fendants Nguyen Van Dai and Le Thi Cong
Nhan have committed serious crimes to the
detriment of our national interests and secu-
rity. They need to be severely punished be-
fore the court of law in order to appreciate
fully the effects of reform, education, and de-
terrence. In this case, defendant Nguyen Van
Dai has been found to have actively engaged
in carrying out his crimes although his ad-
missions were not truly sincere, Dai is to de-
serve a heavier punishment. Defendant Le
Thi Cong Nhan has also actively committed
her crimes. As she was found not to be fully
cooperative in her admission at the inves-
tigative offices and at the trial, she is to be
punished according to the severity of her
crimes.
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House arrest shall be an additional require-
ment to their main punishments, as stipu-
lated by Article 92 of the Criminal Code.

Evidential material: The investigative au-
thorities have seized numerous evidences
from the Thien An Law Office, as well as the
residences of defendants Nguyen Van Dai and
Le Thi Cong Nhan. It is determined that
these evidences were used as a means to have
committed their crimes, and therefore shall
be confiscated and kept in State’s deposi-
tories. Other captured evidences, of insignifi-
cant values, shall be destroyed.

For the above-mentioned reasons, BE IT
DECIDED THAT: Verdict: Defendants
Nguyen Van Dai and Le Thi Cong Nhan are
guilty of ‘‘disseminating propaganda against
the Socialist Republic of Vietnam™.

Penalty: Nguyen Van Dai is sentenced to 5
(five) years of imprisonment, effective as of
his temporary detention which began on
March 6, 2007.

Penalty: Le Thi Cong Nhan is sentenced to
4 (four) years of imprisonment, effective as
of her temporary detention which began on
March 6, 2007.

Additional penalty: Defendant Nguyen Van
Dai is sentenced to 4 (four) years of house ar-
rest upon completion of his imprisonment
term. Defendant Le Thi Cong Nhan is sen-
tenced to 3 (three) years of house arrest upon
completion of her imprisonment term.

Evidential material: to be confiscated and
kept in State depositories 6 CPUs, 1 flat-
screen monitor, 1 desktop computer (16 inch,
make Samsung), 1 digital recorder (make
Digital Live SDR-6404), 1 Card Reader (make
QS 034 Ba07), 1 desktop computer cable, 1
notebook (make HP:S/NCND604172F; PN
EP412UA # ABA), 1 scanner (make Canon
F915800), 1 modem (make AR 325W, 6HO057-
15379), 1 Webcam (Colorvis). Destroyed 2 hard
drive, 1 hard disk (make HDO080HJ-PIN
137216FL740777P/ V FS S/N081KL702016), 1
hard disk (make SP4011N-S/
NSO1JJ50YB41562-PN:  1187J2FYB  15242P/
VFS).

These evidential materials are currently
stored at the Hanoi Evidence Depository
Locker (Executed per the receipt of April 23,
2007).

Defendants Nguyen Van Dai and Le Thi
Cong Nhan are to be fined a court fee of
50.000 dongs each and are entitled to filing
appeals within 15 days of the pronouncement
of their preliminary sentences.

For the Preliminary Trial Committee,
Nguyen Huu Chinh, Presiding Judge.
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RECOGNIZING JORDAN LEIGH
YOUNG

HON. BEN CHANDLER

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 18, 2007

Mr. CHANDLER. Madam Speaker, today |
would like to recognize one of my constitu-
ents, Miss Jordan Leigh Young of Salvisa,
Kentucky, who will be performing at the Grand
Ole Opry in Nashville, Tennessee on Tuesday,
September 18, 2007.

As a 15-year-old, this is an exciting chance
for Miss Young to showcase her singing and
banjo-playing abilities in front of Nashville’s
Music Row insiders. Her long list of accom-
plishments proves that she has no difficulty
entertaining crowds ranging from three to
thousands of people. In fact, she is already a
member of the Kentucky Country Music Asso-
ciation and was awarded the 2005 and 2006
Female vocalist and Entertainer of the Year
and the 2006 Duo of the Year.

Miss Young’s opportunity to perform at the
legendary Grand Ole Opry is the grand finale
in a series of events that have helped to ex-
pand her musical talents beyond the borders
of Kentucky. After being selected by CBS
News’ The Early Show for their “Magic Mo-
ment” series, she was invited by her life-long
idol, Dolly Parton, to perform at the Opry.

In addition to Miss Young’s gift of singing
and playing the 5 string banjo, she also knows
a thing or two about living on a family farm
and has done her fair share of hard work. Part
of this work includes raising and showing
goats in regional competitions, where she has
won several grand championship awards.

| would like to congratulate Miss Jordan
Leigh Young for her unique contributions to
Central Kentucky, and | wish her the best in
her musical pursuits. | have no doubt that her
determination will take her as far as she wants
to go, and | imagine that many of us will soon
be hearing her captivating voice broadcast
across national air-waves.
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